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TIM ALBERTSON was raised in Las Vegas and graduated in 1996 from the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a minor in Chemistry.  While at school, his 
focus was integrative and organismal biology and performed drought assessments in order to 
assess manners in which various species of trees and plants adapt to extreme variables.  In 1999, 
while employed at the Southeast Environmental Research Center in Miami, FL, he performed 
analyses that provided insight to revitalizing the Everglades.  He subsequently moved to Seattle 
for several years and performed wet chemistry analyses for the Department of Ecology. 
Currently, Tim has returned to Las Vegas and is working towards his Masters Degree in 
Architecture at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  Tim also works as a graduate assistant at 

Lucchesi Galati, a progressive firm whose primary focus is architecture, sociology and sustainability, all of which 
reinforce Tim's design and research interests grounded in the principles of Biomimicry. 

 
 
 

CHRISTOPHER ALLEN, Owner and Director of Christopher Allen + Associates, has over 
eighteen years experience in providing strategy and management services to private sector, 
public agency, and nonprofit clients pursuing sustainable development projects. He is 
currently managing several projects for the Biomimicry Institute and very much enjoys the 
work and the staff. His international experience includes work and studies in Europe, 
Southeast Asia, and Mexico. He also serves on the Board of Directors of A World Institute for 

Sustainable Humanity. Additionally, he is project manager and co-owner of the Woodson Place, a conservation 
subdivision project that has achieved recognition as a Lone Star Land Steward from Texas Parks and Wildlife and for a 5-
star rated green built home rated by the Austin Green Building Program.  Chris lives in Missoula, travels frequently for 
work, and has a lovely 15 year old daughter. He works hard and plays hard with family, friends, and colleagues. 
 
 
 

Awakening to nightingale wren song in a pristine primary tropical forest, watching an Amazon 
kingfisher catch dinner along a crystalline river, learning about color from an octopus: these are 

the moments KAREN cherishes! To discover and deepen her understanding of the natural world, 
and to share this with others is her delight! She currently does so in a few ways: teaching a 9-
week natural history college field course in Belize, co-instructing the Biomimicry Costa Rica 
design course, and teaching a university Restoration Ecology Field Course. She has been a 
practicing naturalist and educator for 20 years, and has a graduate degree in Environmental 
Science. When not teaching, she runs a habitat restoration consulting business out of her home 
in the Eastern Cascade Mountains, specializing in wetland and stream restoration. She 
appreciates being resourceful, collaborating, fun-loving humor, swimming, and fine dark     

     KAREN ALLEN         chocolate. She feels hopeful about our future on planet earth and is thrilled to deepen her love          
                                          for biomimicry and to discover a new world of innovative possibilities with a group of creative  
                                          world-changers!! 
 
 
 

STUDENT BIOS  

http://www.chrisallenassociates.com/
http://www.awish.net/
http://www.awish.net/
http://www.awish.net/
http://www.woodsonplace.com/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/land/private/lone_star_land_steward/
http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Green%20Building/index.htm
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MELINA ANGEL does theoretical biology and science philosophy. She worked in theoretical 
biology into the hierarchical theory and the form and function dichotomy. With a degree in 
biology she has worked in sustainable projects and environmental education. Melina 
participated at the BaDT 2007. It was the best course in biology ever. She likes painting, growing 
organic vegetables, rock climbing, traveling, hand crafting, reading science-fiction, do some 
photography. 
 
 

 
 

 

ZEYNEP ARHON is a brand consultant who lives and works in Istanbul. She is a managing 
partner of SPY (www.spy.com.tr), pioneering experiential marketing agency and TRENDDESK 
(www.trenddesk.com), the first trends consultancy in Turkey. Prior to starting her business in 
нллмΣ ½ŜȅƴŜǇ ǿŀǎ ά9ǳǊŀǎƛŀ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ .ǊŀƴŘ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎŀ-Cola Company where she 
managed flagship brands in a vast geography. She holds a BA in International Relations & 
Political Science, and an MBA.  Zeynep writes in Lifesigns Network, a leading trends 

newsletter that reaches 25,000 designers and business professionals from around the world. She is interested in bio-
intensive agriculture, digital photography and design. She strives to find her true purpose in life. 
 
 
 

W!aL9 5²¸9wΩ{ love for being outdoors initially led her to earning a BA in Environmental 
Biology at the University of Montana, continuing on to study passerine birds and their 
ecosystems in Montana, New Hampshire, French Guiana, and wherever she travels.  After 
numerous seasons of field work, she decided to revisit her interests in design and housing.  
Jamie returned to Montana to attain her Masters in Architecture at MSU Bozeman, where she 
was researching nature and architecture for her thesis and found Biomimicry.  She has 
most recently been working in architecture and is excited to continue the integration of 
Biomimicry and design.  While not working, Jamie will be spending time with her husband, their 
dogs and their brand new baby girl.  They will be hiking, skiing, birding and helping the small one 

learn how to walk, talk, and explore nature.     
     

 
 

MARY HANSEL comes from the Sonoran Desert - born and raised in Tucson, Arizona, and 
lived all her life in Arizona until moving to Oakland, California. She enjoys hiking, camping, 
floating in the ocean listening for whales, taking naps on warm rocks and fallen logs, 
dancing, and reading.   In 1989, Mary took a job supervising the accounting department for 
Carollo Engineers, a consulting engineering firm that designs municipal water and 
ǿŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ Lƴ мффсΣ ǎƘŜ άƎƻǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴέ ƻƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
a training on The Natural Step Framework, and left her job to explore sustainability. In 1998, 
she spent 10 months in South America, working for six of those as a volunteer at the Charles 

Darwin Research Station in the Galapagos Islands. Since 2000, Mary has worked as the Sustainability Coordinator for 
Carollo Engineers, managing a strategic initiative to integrate sustainable practices into Carollo's professional practice 
and daily operations.  

 
 

http://www.spy.com.tr/
http://www.trenddesk.com/
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CLAIRE JANISCH has an MSc.ChemEng in the field of Environmental Process Engineering. She has 
worked across Africa as an independent sustainability consultant in: Environmental Technology, 
Sustainable Energy & Climate Change, Cleaner Production, Sustainable Urban Design, Integrated 
Waste Management, Sustainable Agricultural Practices, Environmental Management & 
Environmental Education. Her work focus is training & capacity building and developing policy, 
strategies and new projects to enable sustainable development on a broader scale in southern 
Africa. She has also been a trainer for The Natural Step and specializes in whole systems thinking 
and integration of ideas across disciplines in developing sustainable solutions. She has been invited 

to speak on her work at many conferences and special events around the country. She is a senior associate of the 
Cambridge Programme for Industry in South Africa and a founding director of Engineers for a Sustainable World (ESW) in 
South Africa. In addition, she is the co-creator of the Genius Lab, an experiential learning organization 
inspiring innovation and future thinking for organizations and individuals (children and adults). 
 
 
 

 

JORGE KANAHUATI is the Managing Director of Enlaces Ambientales, a consulting company based 
in Mexico City offering strategic services focused on sustainable project development and knowledge 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊstanding of 
conventional business practices with innovative sustainability concepts in various niche markets 
including sustainable real state development. Enlaces Ambientales is a member of the Mexican 
Green Building Council, the US Green Building Council, the Urban Land Institute and the International 
Initiative for a Sustainable Built Environment. Jorge is a specialist in strategic planning for sustainable 
businesses and a facilitator of integrative design processes that involve the collaboration of 
interdisciplinary teams within a systems thinking framework for the development of high 

performance real estate projects. Jorge is the Co-Director of the A W.I.S.H Green Building Program, which is an 
organization affiliated with the World Green Building Council. He is a LEED Accredited Professional holding a bachelor's 
degree in Economics from Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico and a master degree in Ecosystems Analysis and 
Governance from the University of Warwick complemented with the program Ecology of Commerce and The Natural 
Step from Schumacher College in England. 
 
 
 
 
 

ERIN LEITCH is a sustainable building and development consultant with expertise in LEED 
certification coordination.  She received her BachelorΩs in Environmental Design from the 
University of Colorado.  Erin has supported numerous commercial, residential, and retail 
projects both within the US as well as internationally as sustainable design facilitator and 
LEED certification coordinator.  Prior to consulting, Erin held architectural positions and 
served as construction manager on the rehabilitation of 150 homes and the new 
construction of three multi-family buildings in Camden, New Jersey.  Here she led the 

implementation of the New Jersey Clean Energy Program and the New Jersey Affordable Green Program.  While in 
Camden, New Jersey, she was also involved with the local Weed and Seed program and through her leadership was able 
to start a community garden having a direct impact on the decrease of criminal activity ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ  9ǊƛƴΩǎ 
experience also includes green building education, sustainable product design, as well as strategic sustainability for 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  9ǊƛƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ wŜŀƭ 9ǎǘŀǘŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ ¦{D./ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ /Ƙŀpter 
Newsletter, and International Council of Shopping Centers (ISCS) SEED Magazine. 
 
 
 

http://www.enlacesambientales.com/
http://www.mexicogbc.org/
http://www.mexicogbc.org/
http://www.mexicogbc.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.uli.org/
http://www.iisbe.org/iisbe/start/iisbe.htm
http://www.iisbe.org/iisbe/start/iisbe.htm
http://www.iisbe.org/iisbe/start/iisbe.htm
http://www.awish.net/gbp/
http://www.worldgbc.org/
http://www.gbci.org/
http://www.uia.mx/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/
http://www.schumachercollege.org/
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     I obviously don't mind getting my hands dirty with fun projects as this 'gator from the Bolivian 

pampas found out! Hello everyone, my name is ROB LICHTY and I'm very excited about 
melding my infatuation with nature and my experience as an engineer. Don't worry, no 
animals (or humans!) were harmed in the making of this bio.  Rob started off as a 
professional cabinetmaker at the age of 15. Since then, he has obtained his Mechanical 
Engineering degree from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and worked in the fields of both 
mechanical and civil engineering. One of his great strengths is his ability to make working 
prototypes using all sorts of materials and processes. Even though Rob had already spent         

     time soaking in the natural world around him, he found himself even more earnest with his     
     efforts after learning about the field of Biomimicry. 

 
 

 

 THERESA MILLARD grew up in England and gained technical/arts degree in ceramics. She 
moved to America in early 1980s to go to graduate school in Seattle, WA and graduated with an 
MFA in ceramics, married an American and moved to Wisconsin in the mid 1980s. She took a job 
at Kohler Company, Kohler, WI -  (toilet/plumbing manufacturer) in 1988 in the factory (pottery) 
ς worked there for 7 years before transferring to Industrial Design. Within Industrial Design she 
has had various jobs from designer, manufacturing implementer, technical developer, lead 
designer, manager, etc. Teresa spent the last year with heavy personal focus on the Kohler 
Environmental Leadership Team (in addition to my day job).  She has aspirations to work within 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ǿƛǘƘ ά.ƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tȅǊŀƳƛŘέ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴmental and economic change.  
She currently lives in Sheboygan Falls, WI with husband Jim, kids ς Claudia and Matt and dog ς Annie. 
 
 
 

SOMMER ROEFARO grew up in Utica, NY surrounded by much love and with family at the 
center of life. She then attended Western New England College, a small school in beautiful New 
England, where she earned a Bachelor's of Science in Electrical Engineering. After spending 
sometime in North Carolina as an Electrical Designer at an architectural firm, Sommer quickly 
realized she needed a true change of seasons and headed for the mountains of Vermont. Living 
in Burlington VT for 7 years, Sommer   worked as an Electrical Engineer at IBM in the semi-
conductor industry with numerous technologies and methodologies involving integrated circuit 
design. Sommer also discovered her passion for adventure, pushing her limits and gained an 
appreciation for simply being outdoors. Her path of life and desire for new pursuits brought 
Sommer to big sky country where she enjoys Bozeman's small town feel and community, while 
the vastness calls out to her adventurous spirit. Sommer left Vermont in hopes of finding a 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘŜǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴŜǊέ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
community, education, engineering and sustainability, she was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to become 
involved with the Biomimicry Institute. Sommer is excited to be collaborating with professional biomimcs and fellow 
peers during the next two years. She looks forward to the opportunities that abound in system thinking with human 
needs, nature and sustainability in mind.  Sommer spends a great percentage of her time in the back country. She loves 
trail running, skiing, mountain biking, back packing and hiking. Creative cooking, the pursuit of local food and pottery fills 
her time in town. 

 
 
 

ROB LICHTY 
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JUAN ROVALO was born in México city, with a deep love for nature, he studied biology at the 
national university (UNAM) were he got involved in different  activities, from working in 
neuroscience and biotechnology laboratories to making lots of field trips in different Mexican 
ecosystems,  he participated in different international congress and seminars about ecology, 
mycology, taxonomy and restoration, he worked in a farm for 4 years involved in mushroom and 
food production at the beautiful state of Michoacán (near the monarch butterfly winter refuge), 
he is co founder of T.O.A (Environmental operations workshop) an architecture and design 

multidisciplinary company that designs and consult projects, which we recognize as connected and being part of one 
living system. In walking the Mexican ecosystems it is impossible to pass insensitive to social conditions that also 
generate a huge environmental impact, juan is looking forward to learn and develop practical new (and old) ways and 
strategies that will benefit the conditions of living organisms (humans included). He is now finishing a MBA in the UIA 
university in Mexico. 
 
 
 

LISA SCHMIDTKE grew up in the Ohio Valley and earned her B.A. at Kent State University, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΦ  [ƛǎŀΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
focused on the design of commercial buildings, and she has over 20 years of experience in the 
design of healthcare, corporate, educational, and government facilities.  She is also trained as a 
Strategic Planner, Project Manager, and is a LEED Accredited Professional.   Lisa is currently an 
Associate with Clark Nexsen Architecture and Engineering in their Norfolk, Virginia 
headquarters, and works as a senior planner and programmer for projects all over the world.  
She specializes in healthcare facilities, and has an overall interest in designing άƘŜŀƭǘƘyέ 
buildings, as well as sustainable community environments.  Since her first encounter with 

Biomimicry in 2002, Lisa knew that this would eventually be her path for tying together her love of design, problem-
solving, and nature.  Lisa and her husband Steve are both adventurous, lovers of nature, and outdoor activity 
enthusiasts. They also both enjoy family gatherings, like to read, travel, and golf.  Having covered every inch of trails and 
bikeways in the Chesapeake and Hampton Roads area, they crave their frequent trips into the nearby mountains. 
 

 
 

 

 MARIE ZANOWICK ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ άǇǊƻǘŜǎǘŜǊέ ŦƻǊ 
many years and decided to pursue degrees that would allow her to work inside the government 
system.  Based on her knowledge of environmental regulation, she chose to get degrees in 
biology, public health (BS) and engineering (MS) and sought a position within state or federal 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ   aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9t! tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΣ 
identify and implement preventative strategies designed to eliminate environmental pollution 

and the need for environmental regulation.  Since 1990 she has served as the pollution prevention expert for technical 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ 9t!Ωǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƴƛƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  
She lives in the foothills of the Rocky Mountain with her husband and three children.  She serves on the local water 
board and as a garden leader in the local community garden. She also enjoys hiking, camping, fishing and sewing.     
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tallertoa.com/

